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Purpose and Function of Office of Diversity and Federal 
Compliance

The Office of Diversity and Federal Compliance (ODFC) is responsible for
developing and implementing polices and procedures necessary to ensure
that Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBE) and Small Business Enterprises
(SBE) have the maximum opportunity to bid on all contracts. All firms are
encouraged to bid on all contracts regardless of certification.



3

Funding Source: DBE and SBE Comparison

DBE Goal
• USDOT-Assisted Contracts
• Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

SBE Goal
• Local funds
• State funds
• Operational funds

The Office of Diversity & Federal Compliance will assign a contract specific goal
based on the funding source.





What are the benefits of DBE certification?

• Contract specific DBE goals are established for all federally funded projects

• 30% minimum as a prime contractor for DBE firms

• Competitive advantage

• Unbundled contracts

• All SMWVBE firms are encouraged to apply for DBE certification



Where can I receive DBE technical assistance?

• ODFC aids in the preparation of DBE certification application

• Information about upcoming contract opportunities

• Technical Assistance from VIA’s Supportive Service Consultant upon request at no 

cost to the firm
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DBE/SBE Contract Opportunity Model

1. Conduct 
Outreach 

with 
Community

2. Register on 
VIA Web Portal

3. Conduct 
Business 

Assessment/ 
SWOT 

Analysis4. Provide 
technical 

support with 
DBE/SBE 

certifications

5. Identify 
upcoming  

bid 
opportunities

6. Submit bid 
as Prime or 

Subcontractor



Categories of Bid Opportunities
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 Architecture

 Engineering 

 Construction

 Facilities & Maintenance

 Public Engagement/Marketing

 Government/Communications

 Information Technology

 Services



What NAICS Code to Choose?

 Select the NAICS code which best describes the 
Principal Purpose of the product or service being 
acquired.

 Usually, Component/Service Representing the 
Greatest Value



Upcoming Contract Opportunities
https://via.diversitycompliance.com
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https://via.diversitycompliance.com/
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